
Iain MacPhee: Brief mathematical biography

Iain’s undergraduate education was from the University of Melbourne,
from where he also obtained a M.Sc. with dissertation On Galton–Watson
processes in varying environments (1981). Iain studied for a Ph.D. at the
University of Cambridge from 1982–1987, under the supervision of Frank
Kelly; this was awarded for his thesis On optimal strategies for stochastic
decision processes (1989).

Iain joined the staff in the Department of Mathematical Sciences at the
University of Durham as a Temporary Lecturer in 1987, and his position
became permanent in 1990. He was promoted to Reader in 2010.

Iain made significant and lasting contributions to teaching and administration in the department.
He was involved, often as the driving force, in setting up numerous popular undergraduate courses,
including material on probability, operations research, optimization, and mathematical finance, and
service modules for engineering and science students. He was part of the team that introduced
projects to the curriculum. He was involved in administration for teaching and learning, timetabling,
and was head of the department’s admissions team from 2002/3 to 2007/8, having been involved in
admissions since 1993.

Iain supervised four Ph.D. students, Nikolaos H. Antoniu (1990–94), Ben P. Jordan (1993–96),
Lisa J. Müller (2003–06), and Ahmad Aboalkhair (2008–12, jointly with Frank Coolen). All success-
fully completed their degrees. Their thesis titles were:

• N.H. Antoniu, Optimal admission policies for small star networks, 1994.

• B.P. Jordan, On optimal search for a moving target, 1997.

• L.J. Müller, Stability criteria for controlled queuing networks, 2006.

• A. Aboalkhair, Nonparametric predictive inference for system reliability, 2012.
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